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here are really not that many words to learn to sing in Latin. It’s a lot easier than English

because the vowel sounds are always the same - none of this “read” and “red” business we

suffer through in English. So once you can sing a few pieces in Latin, it all begins to get
easy. To help you and your choir, you may have noticed that we try to put more than one musi-
cal setting of a Latin text in our choir books. In this book, we begin with six settings of Cantate
Domino. The setting by Friderici is for SSA, while the one by Cima includes a continuo part, for
organ or harpsichord, and, if you have one, a cello or bassoon doubling the bass line. Do remem-
ber than on almost any of these you can substitute someone playing an instrument for a missing
part.

When you look at Stanford’s Coelus for double choir, you may shake your head, thinking
you’ll never have enough singers to do it justice. However, we’ve taken one of the choir parts and
set it for Brass Quartet or Quintet - so that you may sing the choir part back and forth against
the Brass. In fact, Ellen, the editor of this book, has performed this for organ and brass, using
these brass parts, and the organ accompaniment. The brass parts are available on our site for
downloading.

Beati Quorum is a lovely piece for SSATTB. To adequately rehearse this piece, we suggest
you split the choir and have the female voices rehearse in one room, and the male voices in an-
other. This greatly reduces the amount of rehearsal time. In one half hour, you've accomplished
an hour’s work.

It does not take an awtfully large choir to sing any of these choral pieces. Many of them
work perfectly well with one voice on a part.

Lord, For Thy Tender Mercy’s Sake and If Ye Love Me should be in the repertoire of every
choir, the list of music which can be sung at the drop of a hat. I'd suggest adding the Pitoni Can-
tate Domino and Let Thy Merciful Ears by Mudd to that list as well.

Many of these Anthems (words in English) and Motets (words in Latin) are linked on our
web site to Matthew Curtis’s www.Choraltracks.com site. These are links to complete perfor-
mances of the works. It’s a great way get to know the music. And if you subscribe to his site, you
can access the training videos which enhance each individual part, but still enable you to hear all
of the choral parts together. It’s a great help to a choir to be able to listen to the music, as well as
their individual parts, outside of choir rehearsal. Singers absorb much more information about
how to sing a piece by listening to it than they realize.

USEFUL LINKS:
CHURCH MusIC ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA WWW.MUSICASACRA.COM

CHORAL TRACKS WWW.CHORALTRACKS.COM
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In the case of choirs with limited voice parts, man of these may be sung very effectively with the
organ or another instrument - cello, bass and bassoon, for example - playing the low parts. This has
been common practice and opens up all kinds of possibilities. Five part anthems often have doublings
of notes as parts cross, so singing them with three parts and organ or instruments on the others gives
a new sound and character to them that can be quite lovely. And on those rare days when you have
enough voices for all parts, you will be ready to sing them as well.

With rehearsal keyboard parts provided for all of these, they can even serve as solo or unison choral
pieces when necessary. So, when you see SATB, SSATB don’t automatically rule them out, rather
have a look at how they will work with two or three parts.
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CANTATE DOMINO

Psalm 98 O sing unto the Lord a new song: Hans Leo Hassler
let the congregation of saints praise him. c. 25 October 1564-1612
Let Israel rejoice in him that made him:
and let the children of Sion be joyful in their King.
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CANTATE DOMINO

Psalm 98 O sing unto the Lord a new song: Giuseppi Pitoni
let the congregation of saints praise him. 1657-1743
Let Isracl rejoice in him that made him:
and let the children of Sion be joyful in their King.
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CANTATE DOMINO

Psalm 97 O sing unto the Lord a new song: Daniel Friderici
let the congregation of saints praise him. 1584-1638
Let Israel rejoice in him that made him:
and let the children of Sion be joyful in their King.
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CANTATE DOMINO

Psalm 97 O sing unto the Lord a new song: Giovanni Andrea Cima
let the congregation of saints praise him. c.1580-after 1627
Let Israel rejoice in him that made him:
and let the children of Sion be joyful in their King.
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CANTATE DOMINO

21

Psalm 97 O sing unto the Lord a new song: Giovanni Croce
let the congregation of saints praise him. 1557-1609
Let Isracl rejoice in him that made him:
and let the children of Sion be joyful in their King.
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CANTATE DOMINO

Psalm 97 O sing unto the Lord a new song: Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
let the congregation of saints praise him. 1756-1791
Let Israel rejoice in him that made him:
and let the children of Sion be joyful in their King.
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TOCL\Y into the heavens has ascended Jesus Christ,
the King of Glory, Alleluial
He sits ar the Father’s right hand,
and rules heaven and earth, Alleluial
Now have been fulfilled
all of Father David’s songs,
Now Geod is with God, Alleluial
He sits upon the royal throne of God,
in this his greatest triumph, Alleluial
Ler us bless the Lord:
Ler the Holy Triniry be praised,
ler us give thanks to the Lord,
Alleluia! Amen.
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COELUS ASCENDIT HODIE

Charles Villiers Stanford
1852—1924

Isaiah 64:10
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Psalm 95 Vs. 1-2

COME LET'S REJOICE

John Amner

1579-1641
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EGO SUM PANIS VIVUS

John 6:48-50 I am the living bread. Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina
William Mabhrt, Translation Your fathers ate manna in the desert, 1525-1594
and are dead.
This is the bread which comes down from heaven:
if any man eat of it, he will not die.
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GIVE ALMS OF THY GOODS

Offertory Sentence Christopher Tye
Book of Common Prayer 1505-1572
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IF YE LOVE ME

Communion Antiphon Thomas Tallis
Sixth Sunday of Easter 1505-1585
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JUBILATE DEO

Giovanni Gabrieli

Psalm 100

1553-1611
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LORD, FOR THY TENDER MERCY'S' SAKE

Lidley's Prayers Richard Farrant
1564 1530-1580
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that we may walk in a per-fect heart, be-fore Thee this day and ev - er - more.
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SING JOYFULLY UNTO GOD

William Byrd

Psalm 81: 1-4
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SING JOYFULLY UNTO GOD

William Byrd

Psalm 81: 1-4
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Cantate Domino
Cantate Domino
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Cantate Domino

Coelus Ascendit Hodie
Come Let’s Rejoice

Ego Sum Panis Vivus
Give Alms Of Thy Goods
If Ye Love Me

Jubilate Deo

Let Thy Merciful Ears
Lord For Thy Tender Mercy’s Sake
Sing Joyfully
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