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There are thousands of motets and anthems, some known, and many still lying on dusty 
church shelves in choir lofts and basements.  Certain of them rise to prominence and 

stay there, such as Anton Bruckner’s Locus Iste. The text is a simple sentence with a meaning 
which inspired him to set it to music.
	
	 Many of these Anthems (text in English) and Motets (text in Latin) are linked on 
our web site to Matthew Curtis’s www.Choraltracks.com site.  These are links to complete 
performances of the works.  It’s a great way get to know the music.  And if you subscribe to 
his site, you can access the training videos, which enhance each individual part, but still en-
able you to hear all of the choral parts together.  It’s a tremendous help for choristers to be 
able to listen to the music, as well as their own individual parts, outside of choir rehearsal.  
Singers absorb much more information about how to sing a piece, by listening to it, than 
they realize.

	 Useful links:

	 Church Music Association of America		 www.musicasacra.com

	 Choral Tracks 	 	 	 	 	 www.choraltracks.com

• • •

The Catholic Choirbook 
Anthology I

An Anthology with 62 anthems and motets drawn from all five volumes of the Choirbook 
series and more than 60 new and old hymns for choir is available, affordably bound and 
printed, with the option of durable paperback or hard bound covers.

This book concentrates on music that builds choir tone and singing ability and includes 
pages on the web site of the Anthology offer teaching techniques and ideas for singing 
these works as well as notes for your church bulletin and choir web site about the music 
you are singing.

Build your choir with The Catholic Choirbook Anthology.
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LOCUS ISTE
          

Gradual for the Dedication of a Church Anton Bruckner
1824-1896

This place was made by God,
a priceless sacrament;

beyond reproach.
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CIVITAS SANCTI TUI
          

William Byrd
1540-1623

Be not angry, O Lord, and remember our iniquity no more.
Behold, we are all your people. Your holy city has become a wilderness. 

Zion has become a wilderness, Jerusalem has been made desolate.  

Isaiah 64:10
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IMMUTEMUR HABITUS
          José Maurício Nunes Garcia

1767-1830
Antiphon at the Distribution of Ashes
William Mahrt, Translation Let us change our garments 

for ashes and sackcloth; 
let us fast and lament before the Lord; 

for our God is plentious in mercy to forgive our sins.

Near the porch and the altar the priests and levites shall weep, 
the Lord's ministers, and shall say: 
Spare, O Lord, spare thy people; 

and do not scatter the mouths of those crying to thee, O Lord.
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SUPER FLUMINA
          

Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina
c.1525-1594

Psalm136 By the waters of Babylon we sat down and wept: 
when we remembered thee, O Sion.

As for our harps, we hanged them up:
upon the trees that are therein.



17

www.TheCatholicChoirbook.com      •    Copying and sharing permitted under Creative Commons 3.0 

&

&

V

?

&

?

# #

# #

# #

# #

# #

# #

14

œ ˙ œ

nis íl lic

œ ˙# œ

nis íl lic

Œ ˙ œ

íl lic

Œ ˙ œ

íl lic
14

œ ˙ œ
œ ˙# œ

Œ ˙ œ
˙ œ

.˙ œ

sé di

.˙ œ

sé di

.˙ œ

sé di

.˙ œ

sé di

.˙ œ.˙ œ

.˙ œ

.˙ œ

œ ˙ œ

mus et flé

˙ ˙#
mus et

œ œ .œ
j

œ

mus et flé

˙ ˙

mus et

œ ˙ œ˙ ˙#
œ œ .œ

j
œ

˙ ˙

œ œ œ œ œ

vi

.˙ œ

flé vi

˙ ˙
vi

.˙n œ

flé vi

œ œ œ œ œ.˙ œ

˙ ˙.˙n œ

œ ˙ œ

mus, íl lic

œ# ˙ œ

mus, íl lic

œ ˙ œ

mus, íl lic

˙ Ó
mus

œ ˙ œœ# ˙ œ

œ ˙ œ

˙

.˙ œ

sé di

.˙ œ

sé di

œ œ œ œ œ

sé di

Œ ˙ œ

íl lic

.˙ œ.˙ œ

œ œ œ œ œ
˙ œ

w

mus

w

mus

w

mus

.˙ œ

sé di

ww

w.˙ œ

- - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

&

&

V

?

&

?

# #

# #

# #

# #

# #

# #

21

Œ ˙ œ

et flé

Œ ˙ œ

et flé

˙ ˙

et

˙ ˙

mus et
21

˙ œŒ ˙ œ

˙ ˙
˙ ˙

œ œ .œ Jœ

vi

œ œ œ œ œ

vi

.˙ œ

flé vi

.˙ œ

flé vi

œ œ .œ
j

œœ œ œ œ œ

.˙ œ.˙ œ

w#
mus,

˙ Œ œ

mus, dum

w

mus,

w

mus,

w# ˙ Œ œ

w
w

Œ œ œ œ

dum re cor

œ œ œ œ œ
re cor da ré

Œ œ œ œ

dum re cor

∑

œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ

Œ
œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

da ré mur

œ œ ˙ œ

mur

œ œ œ œ

da ré mur

∑

œ œ œ œ
œ œ ˙ œ

œ œ œ œ

˙ œ œ

tú i Sí

˙ œ œ

tú i Sí

˙
œ œ

tú i Sí

∑

˙ œ œ˙ œ œ

˙
œ œ

- - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

- -



www.TheCatholicChoirbook.com      •    Copying and sharing permitted under Creative Commons 3.0 

18

&

&

V

?

&

?

# #

# #

# #

# #

# #

# #

27

˙ Ó

on,

œ œ œ œ œ

œ
œ œ œ

on, dum re cor

Œ œ œ œ

dum re cor
27

œ̇ œ œ œ œ

œ
œ œ œ
œ œ œ

∑

w

on,

œ œ œ œ

da ré mur

œ œ œ œ

da ré mur

w

œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

Œ œ œ œ

dum re cor

˙
Ó

˙ œ œ

tú i Sí

˙ œ œ

tú i Sí

œ œ œ
˙

˙ œ œ˙ œ œ

œ œ ˙

da ré

Ó Œ
œ

dum

œ
.œ œ œ œ

on, dum

˙
˙

on,

œ œ ˙

œ

œ .œ œ œ œ
˙

˙

œ œ .œ
j

œ

mur tú

œ ˙ œ

re cor da

œ œ .œ
j

œ

re cor da

∑

œ œ .œ
j

œ
œ ˙ œ

œ œ .œ
Jœ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

i

œ œ ˙

ré mur tú

œ œ ˙
ré mur tú

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ ˙

œ œ ˙

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - -

&

&

V

?

&

?

# #

# #

# #

# #

# #

# #

33

œ œ# ˙

Sí on,

œ œ œ œ œ œ

i Sí on,

œ œ ˙

i Sí on,

Ó ˙

dum
33

œ œ# ˙
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ ˙
˙

w

œ ˙ œ

dum re

Ó Œ œ

dum

œ ˙ œ

re cor da

wœ ˙ œ

œœ ˙ œ

∑

œ œ ˙
cor da ré

œ ˙ œ

re cor da

œ œ
˙

ré mur tú

œ œ ˙

œ ˙ œ
œ œ

˙

Œ œ œ œ

dum re cor

w

mur

w

ré

.˙ œ

i Sí

œ œ œw

w

.˙ œ

œ œ œ œ

da ré mur

w

˙ œ œ

mur tú i

˙ Ó
on,

œ œ œ œ
w

˙ œ œ˙

˙ œ œ

tú i Sí

˙ œ œ

tú i Sí

˙ ˙

Si

∑

˙ œ œ˙ œ œ

˙ ˙

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - -



19

www.TheCatholicChoirbook.com      •    Copying and sharing permitted under Creative Commons 3.0 

&

&

V

?

&

?

# #

# #

# #

# #

# #

# #

39

˙ Ó

on,

œ# ˙ œ

on, in sa

˙ ˙#

on, in

Ó ˙

in
39

œ̇# ˙ œ

˙ ˙# ˙

∑

.œ
j

œ ˙

lí ci bus

œ .œ Jœ œ

sa lí ci bus
œ .œ Jœ œ

sa lí ci bus

.œ
j

œ ˙

œ .œ
j

œ œœ .œ Jœ œ

Œ ˙ œ

in sa

œ œ .œ
j

œ

in mé di

œ .œ Jœ œ

in mé di o
œ .œ Jœ œ#

in mé di o

˙ œœ œ .œ Jœ

œ .œ
j

œ œœ .œ Jœ œ#

.œ Jœ œ œ

lí ci bus in

w

o,

œ œ ˙ œ#
é

˙ ˙

é ius,

.œ
j

œ œ œ
w

œ œ ˙ œ#˙ ˙

œ .œ Jœ œ#
mé di o

Œ
˙ œ

in sa

œ
œ œ œ

ius, in mé di

∑

œ .œ
j

œ œ#˙ œ

œ
œ œ œ

w

é

.œ
j

œ œ œ

lí ci bus in

˙ œ œ œ œ

o é

∑

w.œ Jœ œ œ

˙ œ œ œ œ

- - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - -

- - - - - -

&

&

V

?

&

?

# #

# #

# #

# #

# #

# #

45

œ œ œ œ

ius, in mé di

œ .œ
j

œ œ#
mé di o

œ œ ˙

ius,

∑

45

œ œ œ œœ .œ Jœ œ#
œ œ ˙

œ ˙ œ

o é

.œ
j

œ ˙
é

˙
Ó

Œ ˙ œ

in sa

œ ˙ œ.œ
Jœ ˙

Œ ˙ œ

.˙ œ œ

ius,

˙
Œ œ

ius, in

Œ ˙ œ

in sa

.œ Jœ œ œ

lí ci bus in

.˙ œ œ
˙

Œ œ

˙ œ.œ Jœ œ œ

œ œ ˙

œ œ .œ
j

œ

sa lí ci

.œ Jœ œ œ

lí ci bus in

.œ Jœ ˙

mé di o

œ œ ˙œ œ .œ
j

œ

.œ
j

œ œ œ.œ Jœ ˙

˙
Ó

œ ˙ œ

bus in mé

œ .œ Jœ œ

mé di o

˙ ˙

é

œ̇ ˙ œ

œ .œ
j

œ œ˙ ˙

Ó Œ œ

in

œ œ œ œ œ

di o é ius,

.œ Jœ
œ œ œ œ

é

.œ œ œ œ œ

ius,

œœ œ œ œ œ

.œ
j

œ œ œ œ œ.œ œ œ œ œ

- - -

- - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - -



www.TheCatholicChoirbook.com      •    Copying and sharing permitted under Creative Commons 3.0 

20

&

&

V

?

&

?

# #

# #

# #

# #

# #

# #

51

œ œ .œ Jœ

sa lí ci

œ œ œ œ œ

in

œ œ œ œ

ius, in

œ œ œ ˙

51

œ œ .œ
j

œ
œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ ˙

œ ˙ œ

bus mé

œ œ œ œ

mé di o é

œ œ œ œ

mé di o é

Ó Œ œ

in

œ ˙ œœ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
œ

œ œ œ ˙

di o é

œ ˙ œ

˙ .œ Jœ
ius,

œ œ ˙

mé di o

œ œ œ ˙œ ˙ œ

˙ .œ
j

œ
œ œ ˙

w

ius,

w

ius,

œ œ œ œ œ

˙ œ œ œ œ

é ius,

ww

œ œ œ œ œ˙ œ œ œ œ

w

Œ
œ .œ

j
œ

sus pén di

˙ Œ œ

sus

˙ Œ œ

sus

w œ .œ
Jœ

˙ œ˙ Œ œ

∑

œ .œ
j

œ œ
mus ór ga na

.œ
j

œ œ œ

pén di mus ór

.œ
Jœ œ œ

pén di mus ór

œ .œ
j

œ œ

.œ
j

œ œ œ.œ
Jœ œ œ

- - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - -

- - - - - -

&

&

V

?

&

?

# #

# #

# #

# #

# #

# #

57

Ó Œ œ

sus

œ œ .œ
j

œ# œ
nó

œ œ œ ˙
ga na nó

œ œ œ ˙

ga na nó
57

œ
œ œ .œ

Jœ# œ

œ œ œ ˙œ œ œ ˙

.œ
Jœ œ œ

pén di mus ór

œ
œ .œ

j
œ

stra, sus pén di

œ
œ .œ

Jœ

stra, sus pén di

˙ Ó
stra,

.œ
j

œ œ œ

œ
œ .œ

Jœ

œ
œ .œ

j
œ

˙

œ œ œ œ œ œ

ga na nó

œ .œ
j

œ œ

mus ór ga na

œ .œ
Jœ œ

mus ór ga na

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œœ .œ
Jœ œ

œ .œ
Jœ œ

œ œ œ œ .œ
j

œ

stra,

œ œ œ œ œ œ

˙ œ œ

nó stra, ór

Œ œ .œ
Jœ

sus pén di

œ œ œ œ .œ
j

œœ œ œ œ œ œ

˙ œ œ
œ .œ

Jœ

œ
.œ Jœ œ#

ór ga na

˙
Œ œ

stra, ór

œ œ œ ˙

ga na nó

œ .œ Jœ
œ

mus ór ga na

œ
.œ

j
œ œ#

˙
œ

œ œ œ ˙
œ .œ Jœ

œ

- - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -



21

www.TheCatholicChoirbook.com      •    Copying and sharing permitted under Creative Commons 3.0 

&

&

V

?

&

?

# #

# #

# #

# #

# #

# #

62

w

nó

œ ˙ œ

ga na nó

œ ˙ œ#

stra, nó

.œ Jœ
˙

nó
62

w
œ ˙ œ

œ ˙ œ#.œ Jœ
˙

˙ Ó

stra,

œ# œ .œ
j

œn
stra, sus pén di

˙ ˙

stra, sus

˙ ˙

stra, sus

œ̇# œ .œ
Jœn

˙ ˙
˙ ˙

∑

œ .œ
j

œ œ

mus ór ga na

.œ
Jœ œ œ

pén di mus ór

.œ
Jœ œ œ

pén di mus ór

œ .œ
j

œ œ

.œ
j

œ œ œ.œ
Jœ œ œ

Ó Œ œ

sus

œ œ .œ œ œ œ
nó

œ œ œ œ œ

ga na nó

œ œ œ ˙

ga na nó

œ
œ œ .œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ ˙

.œ
Jœ œ œ

pénd dimus ór

œ
œ .œ

j
œ

stra, sus pén di

œ
œ .œ

Jœ

stra, sus pén di

˙ Ó
stra,

.œ
j

œ œ œ

œ
œ .œ

Jœ

œ
œ .œ

j
œ

˙

- - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - -

&

&

V

?

&

?

# #

# #

# #

# #

# #

# #

67
œ œ œ œ œ œ

ga na nó

œ .œ
j

œ œ

mus ór ga na

œ .œ
Jœ œ

mus ór ga na

∑

67
œ œ œ œ œ œœ .œ

Jœ œ

œ .œ
J
œ œ

œ œ# ˙

stra,

˙ œ œ

nó stra, ór

˙ œ œ

nó ør

˙ .œ
Jœ

sus pén di

œ œ# ˙˙ œ œ

˙ œ œ
˙ .œ

Jœ

Œ .œ Jœ œ

ór ga na

œ œ ˙

ga na

œ œ œ œ œ

ga

œ
.œ Jœ œ

mus ór ga na

Œ .œ
j

œ œ
œ ˙

œ œ œ œ œ
œ

.œ Jœ œ

w

nó

w

nó

˙ ˙

na nó

˙ ˙

nó

ww

˙ ˙
˙ ˙

w#
U

stra.

wu
stra.

w
U

stra.

w
U

stra.

w# w

U

w
w

U

- - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -



www.TheCatholicChoirbook.com      •    Copying and sharing permitted under Creative Commons 3.0 

22

&

&

V

?

&

?

#

#

#

#

#

#

S

A

T

B

1

w

O

∑

∑

∑

1

w

∑

˙
˙

má gnum

Ó
˙

O

∑

∑

˙
˙
˙

∑

œ œ œ œ

my sté ri

˙
˙

má

∑

∑

œ œ œ œ
˙

˙

∑

˙ Œ œ

um, et

.˙ œ

gnum my

∑

∑

˙ Œ œ

.˙ œ

∑

œ œ .œ Jœ

ad mi rá bi

œn œ ˙

sté ri um

∑

∑

œ œ .œ
j

œ
œn œ ˙

∑

- - - -

-

- - -

- - -

-

O MAGNUM MYSTERIUM
          

Tomás Luis de Victoria
1548-1611

Christmas Matins
O great mystery and wondrous sacrament, 

that the animals should witness the birth of the Lord in the manger.
Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you.

Blessed are you, O Virgin, 
whose womb was deemed worthy to bear the Lord Jesus Christ.
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ẇn ˙

.˙ œ# œ
˙ ˙

w
U

w

U

w#UU

ia.

w

U

w
U
w

w#UU

w

- - - -

- - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - - -

- - - -

- - - - - - - - - -



www.TheCatholicChoirbook.com      •    Copying and sharing permitted under Creative Commons 3.0 

30

&

&

V

?

&

?

# # #

# # #

# # #

# # #

# # #

# # #

S

A

T

B

1

w

Vé

w

Vé
w

Vé
w

Vé1

ww

ww

˙# ˙

re lan

˙ ˙

re lan

˙ ˙

re lan

˙ ˙

re lan

˙# ˙˙ ˙

˙ ˙
˙ ˙

.˙ œ

guó res

˙ œ œ

guó res nó
.œ

Jœ œ œ

guó res.˙ œ

guó res

.˙ œ˙ œ œ

.œ
j

œ œ œ.˙ œ

w

nó

œ œ œ ˙

w

nó
wn

nó

wœ œ œ ˙

wwn

˙# ˙

stros í

w

stros

˙ ˙

stros í

˙ ˙

stros í

˙# ˙w

˙ ˙
˙ ˙

- - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - -

&

&

V

?

&

?

# # #

# # #

# # #

# # #

# # #

# # #

6

˙ ˙

pse tú

Œ ˙ œ

í pse
œ œ .œ Jœ

pse tú
œ œ ˙n

pse tú6

˙ ˙
Œ ˙ œ

œ œ .œ
j

œœ œ ˙n

œ œ# œ ˙

w

tú
œ œ œ ˙

w

lit,

œ œ# œ ˙w

œ œ œ ˙
w

˙ Œ œ

lit, et

œ# ˙ œ

lit, et do

˙ ˙

lit, et

Ó ˙

et

˙ Œ œ
œ# ˙ œ

˙ ˙

œ œ œ œ

do ló res

œ œ ˙n
ló res nó
œ œ œ œ

do ló res
œ œ œn œ

do ló res

œ œ œ œœ œ ˙n
œ œ œ œœ œ œn œ

.˙ œ

nó

w

stros,
œ œ œ œ œ œ

nó.˙ œ

nó
.˙ œ

w

œ œ œ œ œ œ.˙ œ

- - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

VERE LANGUORES NOSTROS
          Good Friday Liturgy Tomás Luis de Victoria
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VEXILLA REGIS
          

Anton Bruckner
1824-1896

Venantius Fortunatus 
530-609
J.M. Neale, Translation

The royal banners forward go; 
the Cross shines forth in mystic glow; 
Where he in flesh, our flesh who made, 
our sentence bore, our ransom paid.

O Cross, our one reliance, hail! 
so may thy power with us avail 
To give new virtue to the saint, 

and pardon to the penitent.
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SICUT CERVUS
          

Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina
c.1525-1594

Psalm 42
Psalterium Romanum

Like as the hart desireth the water-brooks:
so longeth my soul after thee, O God.
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JUSTORUM ANIMAE
          

Charles Villier Stanford
1852-1924

Wisdom 3:1-2a,3b
William Mahrt, Translation

The souls of the just are in the hand of God, 
and the torment of death shall not touch them.
In the sight of the unwise they seemed to die; 

but they are in peace.
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ADORAMUS TE CHRISTE
          

Orlando di Lasso
c1532-1594

Antiphon for Good Friday Liturgy
William Mahrt, Translation

We adore thee, O Christ,
and we bless thee:

because by thy holy cross
thou hast redeemed the world.
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ADORAMUS TE CHRISTE
          

William Byrd 
c.1540-1623

William Mahrt, Translation We adore thee, O Christ,
and we bless thee:

because by thy holy cross
thou hast redeemed the world.
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ADORAMUS TE, CHRISTE
          

François-Clément Théodore Dubois 
1837-1924

Antiphon for Good Friday
William Mahrt, Translation

We adore thee, O Christ,
and we bless thee:

because by thy holy cross
thou hast redeemed the world.
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EXULTATE IUSTI
          

Herman Hollander
1600-1637

Psalm 33
1662 Book of Common Prayer

Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous: 
for it becometh well the just to be thankful.

Praise the Lord with harp: 
sing praises unto him with the lute, 

and instrument of ten strings.
Sing unto the Lord a new song: 

sing praises lustily unto him with a good courage.
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BEATI QUORUM VIA
          

Psalm 119:1 Charles Villiers Stanford
1852-1924

Blessed are the undefiled in the way,
who walk in the law of the Lord.  
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UBI DUO
          

Claudio Monteverdi
1567-1643

Psalm 33
1662 Book of Common Prayer

Where two or three are gathered together in my name, 
In the midst of them I am, saith the Lord.
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ET INCARNATUS EST
          

Holy Mass Gregorio Allegri
1582-1652

Noel Jones, Arranger

By the power of the Holy Spirit 
he was born of the Virgin Mary, 

and became man.
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ALMIGHTY AND EVERLASTING GOD
          

Collect, 3rd Sunday after Epiphany
1549 Book of Common Prayer

Orlando Gibbons
1583-1625

Almighty and everlasting God, 
mercifully look upon our infirmities, 

and in all our dangers and necessities, 
stretch forth thy right hand to help 

and defend us: through Christ our Lord. Amen.       
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ALLELUIA AL VANGELO
Andrea Gabrieli

1510-1586
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ANGELUS AUTEM DOMINI
          

1 Chronicles 21 Felice Anerio
1560-1614

The Angel of the Lord came down from heaven, and rolled away the stone, 
and sat upon it; and said to the women, "Do not be afraid; 
you seek him who was crucified: he is risen, come and see 

the place where the Lord's body was." Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
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