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Gregorian Chant formed the first hymns. Chant has two forms, syllabic and 
melismatic. Some of the earliest hymns are chants, set to a repeating, mainly 
syllabic text, with a bit of melisma thrown in.  Examples include Adoro Te De-
vote and Jesu Dulcis Memoria.

As the use of local language for devotions outside of Mass became popular, writers, com-
posers and eventually publishers rose to the challenge.  English hymns were commonly 
published as text only, no music,  in the mid to late 1800’s.  By the early 1900’s, published 
hymn books which combined text and music were popular.  By studying these old hymn 
books, one can trace the development as hymns as we know them today - from single line 
chant; to chant melodies harmonized in block harmony; and finally, four vocal parts written 
on two staves.

“Melody only” versions were often published for the congregation, but it was also common 
to print “SA,” two part hymnals.  In this hymnal you will find common versions of “Bring 
Flowers Of The Rarest,” “ Mother, Dearest,” and  “Mother Dear, O Pray For Me,” which 
were written for two parts (female voices) with a simple Alberti Bass accompaniment in the 
left hand.  With the prohibition of men and women singing together in the choir loft, these 
two-part arrangements were common.  For modern use, these three hymns also appear here 
in SATB settings that we have created.

Early 1800’s hymns were written with the basic note being a half note.  In the early 1900’s, 
this changed and the quarter note the most common note length, though the eighth note 
was also popular. Notice the change in appearance of “Bring Flowers Of The Rarest” in the 
SATB version, in the modern doubled note length.

How can you use these hymns?  We will, upon receipt of your email, permit copying of 
hymns you request.  Or you may wish to order hymnals for your choir.  But we also offer  
you the ability to purchase and download a digital PDF file of this book, which will give 
you license to reproduce hymns  to create bulletins and song books.

We enjoy hearing from people who sing from our music, so please drop us a note.

Noel Jones, AAGO
noeljones@usit.net
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